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FINAL REJECTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file: Amendment as received on 8-8-2006. 

2. Claims 1-38 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1-11, 13-18, 20, 21, 23-29, and 31-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rivette et al., Patent # 6,499,026, hereinafter 
Rivette. 

4. Claims 12, 19, 22, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rivette et al., Patent # 6,499,026, hereinafter Rivette. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rivette 



et al., Patent* 6,499,026, hereinafter Rivette. 
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7. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a user interface that provides access to 
patent information comprising: a first display section that displays a plurality of first file 
links selectable by the user, each of the links providing access to a patent document, 
that was filed in or sent from a patent office stored on a computer readable medium in 
an image file format and a second display section which displays a plurality of second 
file links selectable by the user, providing access to a patent file associated with an 
application program and stored on a computer readable medium, Rivette teaches, in 
column 4, lines 10-14 and column 17, lines 35-38, a system for viewing patent related 
information comprising: a database used for storing patent information , in column 114, 
lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, a group pane for displaying top level 
patent group information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents and other 
documents in the selected group. With regard to claim 1, further teaching wherein when 
one of the first file links is selected an associated underlying resource is automatically 
returned, Rivette further teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, that upon user selection of 
a patent file/document the actual document is displayed to the user using the user 
interface module. With regard to claim 1, further teaching the patent documents and the 
patent files accessible from the first and second display sections all pertains to the 
patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 17-46 and figure 117, the 
information pertaining to patent documents where, if a user drills down to a specific 
application in the group pane, the only information left to be displayed in the document 
pane and notes pane would be the information specific to the application (title, abstract, 
inventor, notes, etc, of the patent application). 
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8. With regard to claims 2, 14, and 21 , which teach the patent files stored on a 
computer readable medium in a format native to the application program or convertible 
to the native application program, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 8-15 and 
column 113, lines 10-35, the user interface module being an application program'used 
in displaying patent files in a variety of formats. 

9. With regard to claims 3 and 31 , which teach at least one of the patent files 
accessible through the plurality of second file links corresponding to a patent document 
accessible through the first file links, Rivette teaches, in column 1 14, lines 21-25 and 
40-46 and figure 117, the document pane being a list of document is the group pane 
showing that an overlap exists. Furthermore, a user can via drag-and-drop assign an 
association between panes. 

10. With regard to claim 4, which teaches a third display section containing a 
correspondence between one or more of: inventor, in-house, or outside representative 
client systems, pertaining to the patent, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 47-57, 
column 20, lines 1 5-20, and figures 1 1 7 and 1 1 8, a notes pane containing 
correspondence generated by the users of the system. 

11. With regard to claims 5, 18, and 29, which teach the first, second, and third 
plurality of file links being either html links or folders, Rivette teaches, in column 1 14, 
lines 13-21, column 115, lines 1-15 and in figures 123 and 124, file links being either 
folders or links to documents; and in column 123, lines 34-45, column 39, lines 39-54, 
and in figure 145a, files being linked by hyperlinks. 
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12. With regard to claim 6, which teaches the first, second, and third sections being a 
panel on a Web page, Rivette teaches, in column 123, lines 34-45, column 39, lines 39- 
54, and in figure 145a, the display being in a web browser for communication over a 
network. 

13. With regard to claim 7, which teaches the sections on a Windows based 
environment, Rivette teaches, in column 34, lines 19-26, client systems display windows 
being in a Windows™ based environment. 

14. With regard to claims 8 and 27, which teach the sections displayed adjacent to 
each other across a width of a display, Rivette teaches, in figure 117, the panes being 
display adjacent to one another across the width of the display. 

15. With regard to claim 9, which teaches the second display section including a 
plurality of fourth file links, being prior art references, Rivette teaches, in column 123, 
lines 34-45 and figure 143a, documents access via the panels providing selectable file 
links to prior art documents. 

16. With regard to claim 10, which teaches the first and second display sections 
being separate windows, Rivette teaches, in figure 117, the panes (Group Window, 
Document Window, and Notes Window) being in separate windows. 

17. With regard to claim 1 1 , which teaches the first and second display sections 
being panels of a single window, Rivette teaches, in figure 117, the panes (Group Pane, 
Document Pane, and Notes Pane) being in the same window 1 1702. 

18. With regard to claim 13, which teaches a method of providing access to 
information pertaining to a patent application, said method comprising: storing said 
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information on a computer readable medium, Rivette teaches, in column 4, lines 10-14 
and column 17, lines 35-38, a system for viewing patent related information comprising 
a database used for storing patent information. With regard to claim 13, further 
teaching the information including a correspondence generated from one or more of an 
inventor client system, an in-house client system and outside representative client 
system, Rivette teaches, in column 1 14, lines 47-57, column 20, lines 15-20, and figures 
117 and 1 18, a notes pane containing correspondence generated by the users of the 
system. With regard to claim 13, further teaching the information including patent 
documents filed in or sent form a patent office and patent files associate with said 
patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, 
and 124, a group pane for displaying top level patent group information and a document 
pane for displaying a list of patents and other documents in the selected group. Rivette 
further teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, that upon user selection of a patent 
file/document the actual document is displayed to the user. With regard to claim 13, 
further teaching at least some of the patent documents being stored in an image file 
format, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, the patent documents being stored in 
an image format. With regard to claim 13, further teaching at least some of the patent 
files being associated with an application program, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 
8-15 and column 113, lines 10-35, the user interface module being an application 
program used in displaying patent files in a variety of formats. With regard to claim 13, 
further teaching accessing the computer readable medium with a computer processor 
used to generate on the display a first, second, and third separate sections comprising 
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said correspondence, said patent documents, and said patent files respectfully, Rivette 
teaches, in column 114, lines 5-12, the processing and displaying on the screen of the 
three windows, including group pane, document pane, and notes pane. 

19. With regard to claims 15,16, 25, and 26, which teaches a forth section including 
summary information related to the patent application, including at least title and file 
number and further comprising an information icon that when selected causes additional 
summary information to be displayed, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, 
column 123, lines 34-45, in figure 143a and in figures 125-127, that upon selection of a 
patent document a widow is displayed including patent summary information (title, file 
number, etc) and upon a further selection of a prior art reference within this widow 
additional information is displayed. 

20. With regard to claim 17, which teaches the first, second, and third display 
sections comprising a plurality of rows containing a file link selectable by a user to allow 
the user to view one or more of the correspondence, Rivette teaches, column 115, lines 
1-15 and in figure 118, the display sections comprising a plurality of rows of file links. 

21 . With regard to claim 20, which teaches computer implemented method of 
providing access to information pertaining to a patent application, said method 
comprising: storing said information on a computer readable medium, Rivette teaches, 
in column 4, lines 10-14 and column 17, lines 35-38, a system for viewing patent related 
information comprising a database on a server used for storing patent information. With 
regard to claim 20, further teaching the information including a correspondence 
generated from one or more of an inventor client system, an in-house client system and 
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outside representative client system, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 47-57, 
column 20, lines 15-20, and figures 117 and 118, a notes pane containing 
correspondence generated by the users of the system. With regard to claim 20, further 
teaching the information including patent documents filed in or sent form a patent office 
and patent files associate with said patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 114, 
lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, a group pane for displaying top level 
patent group information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents and other 
documents in the selected group. Rivette further teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, 
that upon user selection of a patent file/document the actual document is displayed to 
the user. With regard to claim 20, further teaching at least some of the patent 
documents being stored in an image file format, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 1- 
15, the patent documents being stored in an image format. With regard to claim 20, 
further teaching at least some of the patent files being associated with an application 
program, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 8-15 and column 113, lines 10-35, the 
user interface module being an application program used in displaying patent files in a 
variety of formats. With regard to claim 20, further teaching generating a web page 
from the sever system on a client system comprising a first, second, and third separate 
sections comprising said correspondence, said patent documents, and said patent files 
respectfully, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 5-12, the displaying on the screen of 
the three windows, including group pane, document pane, and notes pane. Where 
Rivette further teaches, in column 123, lines 34-45, column 39, lines 39-54, and in figure 
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145a, the display being in a web browser on a client system generated by 
communication over a network. 

22. With regard to claim 23, which teaches the patent document being in a bit 
mapped format, Rivette teaches, in column 41, lines 42-45 and in column 115, lines 1- 
15, patent document image documents created in a bitmapped format. 

23. With regard to claim 24, which teaches the patent documents stored in a bit 
mapped format include documents scanned from a paper document and documents 
generated from patent files, Rivette teaches, in column 41, lines 42-45 in column 115, 
lines 1-15, and column 2, lines 15-34, patent document image documents created in a 
bitmapped format from actual paper documents. 

24. With regard to claim 28, which teaches the first and third sections comprising a 
create icon that when selected by a client system creates a document to be stored in 
that section, wherein at least some information in the document is populated with 
information stored in the database, Rivette further teaches, in column 115, line 44 
through column 116, line 29, buttons in the first and third panels to add items to the 
listing. 

25. With regard to claim 32, which teaches a server system for managing information 
related to patent applications comprising: a processor, a database, and a memory 
storing a computer program, Rivette teaches, in column 4, lines 10-14, column 14, line 
46 through column 15, line 12 and lines 40-46, and column 17, lines 35-38, a server 
system for viewing patent related information comprising a database used for storing 
patent information, a processor, and a memory storing an computer program. With 
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regard to claim 32, further teaching the information including a correspondence 
generated from one or more of an inventor client system, an in-house client system and 
outside representative client system, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 47-57, 
column 20, lines 1 5-20, and figures 1 1 7 and 1 1 8, a notes pane containing 
correspondence generated by the users of the system. With regard to claim 32, further 
teaching the information including patent documents filed in or sent form a patent office 
and patent files associate with said patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 114, 
lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, a group pane for displaying top level 
patent group information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents and other 
documents in the selected group. Rivette further teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, 
that upon user selection of a patent file/document the actual document is displayed to 
the user. With regard to claim 32, further teaching at least some of the patent files 
being associated with an application program, Rivette teaches, in column 115, lines 8- 
15 and column 113, lines 10-35, the user interface module being an application program 
used in displaying patent files in a variety of formats. With regard to claim 32, further 
teaching generating on the display a first, second, and third separate sections 
comprising said correspondence, said patent documents, and said patent files 
respectfully, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 5-12, the processing and displaying 
on the screen of the three windows, including group pane, document pane, and notes 
pane. 

26. With regard to claim 33, which teaches a networked system comprising: a 
communication network, with a client system comprising a processor and a display, and 
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a server system comprising a processor, a database, and memory, Rivette teaches, in 
column 4, lines 10-14, column 14, line 46 through column 15, line 12 and lines 40-46, 
column 17, lines 35-38, and figures 3 and 11, a networked system for viewing patent 
related information comprising: a server with an a database used for storing patent 
information, a processor, and a memory, coupled to a client system comprising a 
display, and a processor. With regard to claim 33, further teaching the information 
including a correspondence generated from one or more of an inventor client system, 
an in-house client system and outside representative client system, Rivette teaches, in 
column 114, lines 47-57, column 20, lines 15-20, and figures 117 and 118, a notes pane 
containing correspondence generated by the users of the system. With regard to claim 
33, further teaching the information including patent documents filed in or sent form a 
patent office and patent files associate with said patent application, Rivette teaches, in 
column 114, lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, a group pane for displaying 
top level patent group information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents 
and other documents in the selected group. Rivette further teaches, in column 115, 
lines 1-15, that upon user selection of a patent file/document the actual document is 
displayed to the user. With regard to claim 33, further teaching at least some of the 
patent files being associated with an application program, Rivette teaches, in column 
1 1 5, lines 8-1 5 and column 1 1 3, lines 1 0-35, the user interface module being an 
application program used in displaying patent files in a variety of formats. With regard 
to claim 33, further teaching generating on the display a first, second, and third separate 
sections comprising said correspondence, said patent documents, and said patent files 
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respectfully, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 5-12, the processing and displaying 
on the screen of the three windows, including group pane, document pane, and notes 
pane. 

27. With regard to claim 34, which teaches the communication network being the 
Internet, Rivette teaches, in column 123, lines 34-45, column 39, lines 39-54, and in 
figure 145a, the display being in a web browser, such as Netscape (Navigator™) or 
Microsoft (Explorer™) (used for Internet based communication), for communication over 
a network. 

28. With regard to claim 35, which teaches a computer graphical user interface that 
provides access to information pertaining to a patent application, said interface 
comprising: a first, second, and third display sections displayed side-by-side across a 
width of a display, Rivette teaches, in column 4, lines 10-14, a system for viewing patent 
related information comprising a database used for storing patent information, where 
Rivette further teaches, in column 1 14, lines 6-14 and figure 117, the three panes being 
display adjacent to one another across the width of the display. With regard to claim 35, 
further teaching display sections with a plurality of rows the first display section 
including image file links of history documents filed in or sent form a patent office and 
the second display section displaying document files associate with said patent 
application, Rivette teaches, column 115, lines 1-15 and in figure 118, the display 
sections comprising a plurality of rows of file links. Rivette further teaches, in column 
114, lines 5-40 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, a group pane for displaying top- 
level patent group information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents and 
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other documents in the selected group. Rivette further teaches, in column 115, lines 1- 
15, that upon user selection of a patent file/document the actual document is displayed 
to the user. Rivette further teaches, in column 115, lines 1-15, the documents/files 
being displayable in a text format and an image format. With regard to claim 35, further 
teaching the third display section including a correspondence generated from one or 
more of an inventor client system, an in-house client system and outside representative 
client system, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 47-57, column 20, lines 15-20, and 
figures 117 and 118, a notes pane containing correspondence generated by the users 
of the system. With regard to claim 35, which teaches the history documents, the 
application documents, and the correspondence documents pertain to the patent or 
patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 114, lines 17-46 and figure 117, the 
information pertaining to patent documents where, if a user drills down to a specific 
application in the group pane, the only information left to be displayed in the document 
pane would be the title, abstract, inventor, etc, of the patent application. With regard to 
claim 35, further teaching that when one of the file links is selected the associated 
underlying resource is automatically returned, Rivette further teaches, in column 115, 
lines 1-15, that upon user selection of a patent file/document the actual document is 
displayed to the user. 

29. With regard to claim 36, which teaches a forth section including summary 
information related to the patent application spaced vertically from the first, second, and 
third display sections, including a title and an icon that when selected provides 
additional summary information, including at least title and file number, Rivette teaches, 
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in column 115, lines 1-15, column 123, lines 34-45, in figure 143a and in figures 125- 
127, that upon selection of a patent document a widow is displayed including patent 
summary information (title, file number, etc) and upon a further selection of a prior art 
reference within this widow additional information is displayed. 

30. With regard to claims 37 and 38, which teach the associated underlying resource 
comprises a document, a page, a folder, or a package, Rivette teaches, in column 115, 
lines 1-15 and figures 117, 118, 123, and 124, selection of a patent item automatically 
providing the document/page. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

31. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

32. Claims 12, 19, 22, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rivette et al., Patent # 6,499,026, hereinafter Rivette. 

33. With regard to claims 12, 19, and 22, which teach the patent documents being 
locked and not available to be edited, Rivette teaches, in column 19, lines 48-53, that 
these documents are stored on a centralized server and represent actual Patents which 
obviously would not allow for a user to edit the patent images. One would have been 
motivated to make such an assertion because if client users could access the Patent 
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Offices centralized electronic database of patents and edit them at any time a patent 
would hold no value, due to lack of enforcement of content. 

34. With regard to claim 30, which teaches the first and third sections comprising a 
upload icon that when selected allows an electronic document to be associated with the 
patent application, Rivette teaches, in column 101, line 60 through column 102, line 19, 
an option for a user to update the database at the server with a local document. Rivette 
further teaches button on the toolbar for exporting data (see column 115, lines 44-60 
and figure 135). Rivette doesn't explicitly state that there is a button that initiates this 
upload of notes, but it would be obvious that some form of initiating element would exist. 
One would have been motivated to have such a button because this would be easily 
allow a correspondence between individuals at different ends as is shown by the users 
setting of access rights to notes in column 20, liens 25-37. 



Response to Arguments 

35. The arguments filed on 8-8-2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

36. The Applicant argues that Rivette doesn't teach a first display second where 
there are "Displayed a plurality of first file links selectable by said user, each of said first 
file links providing access to a patent document that was filed in or set from a patent 
office and that is stored in a computer-readable medium in an image file format." 

37. In response, the Examiner respectfully submits that Rivette teaches, in column 4, 
lines 10-14 and column 17, lines 35-38, a system for viewing patent related information 
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comprising: a database used for storing patent information, in column 114, lines 5-40 
and figures 117, 118, 123, and 1 24, a group pane for displaying top level patent group 
information and a document pane for displaying a list of patents and other documents in 
the selected group. Rivette further teaches the group panel having a group hierarchy of 
patent documents (first file links), and when a group is selected access is provided to 
patent documents in the second display section (see column 113, line 65 through 
column 114, line 40). Where these patents are stored in an image file format (see 
column 115, lines 7-15) and are accessible via selection. 

38. The Applicant argues that Rivette doesn't teach "a plurality of second file links 
selectable by said user, each of said second file links providing access to a patent field 
that is associated with an application program and stored on a computer readable 
medium." 

39. In response, the Examiner respectfully submits that the applicant admits in the 
first paragraph of page 13 of this 8-8-06 response that "Rivette also discloses that " the 
operator can view the text and/or image of any patent or other document listed in the 
document pane 1 1706 by selecting the patent or document using well-known selection 
techniques". This appears to be an admission of a selectable patent image. Rivette 
does teach, in column 114, lines 21-40 and in column 115, lines 1-15 and figures 122- 
124, a group of selectable patents, displayed in the document panel, that upon selection 
provide view of the associated patent in either a text application window or a image 
application window in the application program. 
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40. The Applicant argues that rather than displaying only documents and files related 
to a single patent application, the user interface disclosed by Fig.1 17 and column 1 14 of 
Rivette is designed to group multiple patents (and non-patent documents), for example, 
by subject matter. 

41. In response, the Examiner respectfully submits Rivette teaches, in column 114, 
lines 17-46 and figures 117 and 130, the information pertaining to patent documents 
where, if a user drills down to a specific application in the group pane, the only 
information left to be displayed in the document pane and notes pane would be the 
information specific to the application (title, abstract, inventor, notes, etc, of the patent 
application). The Rivette reference makes it clear that the document panel can display 
a list of documents related to the patent/patent group selected in the group panel (see 
column 114, line 65 through column 115, line 40). 

42. The Applicant argues that "The applicants respectfully disagree that the ability of 
a user of the Rivette system to add notes relating to a particular patent or group of 
patents teaches or suggest correspondence generated from the client system recited in 
claim 1 . In fact, Rivette fails even to teach or suggest such client systems themselves." 

43. In response, the Examiner respectfully submits that Rivette teaches, in column 
113, line 50 through column 1 14, line 5, a client system that accesses a server for 
patent documentation. Rivette's panel display includes a panel that exists for displaying 
a list of notes associated with either a group of patents of a patent or selected document 
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(see column 114, lines 47-56), where these notes are user created annotations (see 
column 20, lines 15-21). 

Conclusion 

44. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

45. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

46. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

47. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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48. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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